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1. TOR, Interim Report and Final Report 

 
The “Terms of Reference” for the consultancy (one month by Dr. Jabbar and Prof. 
Johnson in October/November 2009 and one month by Prof. Johnson in March 2010) are 
provided in Appendix 1 of the Interim Report. Essentially, the first consultancy involved 
discussing with FPMU staff, universities and institutes as well as educational leaders in 
Bangladesh about the opportunities for including food security and food policy in 
postgraduate curricula at universities and for making relevant information available to 
FPMU staff.  The conclusion was that the best approach would be to prepare “modules” 
that could be used to add to and improve the content on food security and food policy in 
existing postgraduate courses, and be shared with the FPMU.   
 
Those interviewed (see appendix 4 of the Interim Report) were reluctant to design new 
postgraduate programs on food security and food policy or even new courses in the area, 
due to two general factors—uncertainty about the demand for students completing such 
new programs and the investment in terms of time required to get new postgraduate 
programs and new courses approved in the university system. Private universities and the 
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) were exceptions to this general opinion.  
From our discussions with the private universities and BAU, we discovered that BAU 
and some private universities were already developing new courses on food security and 
food policy. However, these universities agreed that the modules would be useful for 
them in developing their planned new courses as well. 
 
Thus, the first theme that emerged was to concentrate on approaches to strengthening the 
food security and food policy content for courses already included in existing 
postgraduate programs. Most universities and, in fact, the Food Planning and Monitoring 
Unit (FPMU) of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management staff as well, expressed 
interest in improving their working knowledge of food security and food policy.  As well, 
it was agreed that interventions to improve this content and add new concepts could 
strengthen the existing courses, and become a first stage in a more comprehensive 
treatment of food security and food policy that could lead to new courses and even new 
postgraduate programs.  
 
A second theme that came from the discussions with universities, institutional 
representatives, educational leaders and FPMU staff was that two 2-week workshops for 
intermediate faculty and staff from the relevant ministries should be a priority.  The first 
workshop would be on the subject titled “A Comprehensive Review of Food Security: 
Concepts, Basic Facts and Measurement Issues”. In this seminar, the concepts of 
availability, access and nutritional status would be reviewed, and evidences on current 
issues and measurement problems presented and discussed. In the case of nutrition, for 
example, there are a number of ways to measure nutritional status and not all are 
dependent on food intakes.  
 
The second 2-week workshop would be on the “Analysis of Data Sets for Measuring 
Access and Nutrition Status” and would involve actually working with the raw data from 
the Bangladesh Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) and from available 
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household food consumption surveys. (We found during the second consultancy that the 
latest Household Food Consumption Survey was not available from INFS.) These 
surveys are important to the measurement of access and nutritional status, and the 
university faculty and the ministry staff are not completely conversant with either. A two 
week workshop using the raw data bases would be a good way to introduce faculty and 
ministry staff to one or two of these primary data sets.  These are data sets which to date 
have been rather closely held by their generating institutions, even though that they are in 
fact, public goods.  Getting these public goods into the hands of the university faculty and 
the ministry staff, along with a capacity to work with them, could add to the ability to 
study and make practical judgments on the condition of food security and related food 
policies in Bangladesh. 
 
A third theme that emerged from the discussions with university and ministry 
representatives, educational leaders and the ministry staff was the idea of somehow 
making the major data sets from national surveys more available to researchers at 
universities, institutes and the government.  It was recommended that some type of public 
forum be developed with the intent of finding ways to make these public sets data sets 
more available to researchers and practitioners from the government. 
 
The fourth concept that emerged from the consultations conducted during the first 
mission was the idea of developing “modules” on concepts of food security and food 
policy, providing education on these modules, and making them available on the 
NFPCSP web site as public goods. The modules would address subjects in food security 
and food policy and include draft lecture notes, references and guided reviews of specific 
content areas related to food security and food policy. The modules would be presented 
in seminars and thereafter be available to university faculty and ministry practitioners to 
incorporate into their courses and other work on food security and food policy. This was 
the approach to addressing the fact that the universities and other individuals consulted 
had largely agreed that improved content for existing courses was the best approach to 
introducing additional food security and food policy into the post graduate curricula in 
Bangladesh. 
 
The second consultancy (during March of 2010) had four specific objectives:  
 

• Going back to the universities, institutes and ministries, and to the 
educational leaders, with a summary of the findings included in the 
Interim Report, and determining if these representatives of the research 
and policy community   endorsed the ideas of modules and workshops;  

 
• Obtaining the feedback on the two 2-week workshops and on providing 

access and a working knowledge of the two national data sets (mentioned 
above); 

  
• Recording the insights and recommendations of the university and 

ministry representatives as well as educational leaders on specific topics in 
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terms of content, for the modules to be introduced into existing 
postgraduate courses; and 

 
• Revising and finalizing the “roadmap” from the Interim Consultancy 

Report based on the findings during the second consultancy. 
 

These tasks were completed by giving seminars at seven universities and one government 
agency. The government agency was the FPMU. The university seminars were at main 
universities, often with representatives of other universities invited to attend. Finally, the 
seminar organized by BIDS and the NFPCSP – FAO in the BRAC  premises included 
educational leaders as well as many representatives from different universities, and 
covered a discussion of the availability of the large national data sets as a necessity for 
improving the information on availability, access and nutrition in Bangladesh. 
 
The upshot from these seminars and discussions was favorable in terms of the two main 
propositions presented.  The two 2-week workshops: 1) to acquaint both the university 
faculty and the ministry practitioners with the comprehensive concepts of food security 
and food policy, and 2) to give both mid-level university faculty and government staff 
technical skills and access to the raw survey data from the Bangladesh HIES and food 
consumption surveys were roundly endorsed. The idea adding to the general 
comprehension of food security, what it is and how to measure it, and accessing to the 
large scale national data sets in the two 2-week workshops was fully supported.  And, the 
proposition for modules to provide new inputs and improved content for existing 
postgraduate courses and practitioners in the ministries was agreed to as a timely way of  
introducing new food security and food policy content in Bangladesh. 
 
This report provides details on these seminar and workshop events and conclusions as 
well as on more specific information on the recommendations received.  This report also 
includes sample TORs for the two 2-week workshops and for the suggested educational 
modules, as well as a results of a post consultancy survey.  The roadmap developed 
during the Interim Consultancy is updated. Finally, a set of overall conclusions from the 
two consultancies are offered for consideration of the NFPCSP and the Food Planning 
and Monitoring Unit. 
 

2. Presentation of Seminars 

 
For the seminars at universities, the FPMU and BRAC Center seminar, the consultant 
(except for the FPMU seminar) provided only a part of the program (Power Point 
provided in Attachment 1, the schedule for the seminars is provided in Attachment 2).  
The first part of the program for the seminars was provided by the NFPCSP partner in the 
seminar series BIDS. Specifically, Dr. Quazi Shahabuddin, Research Director, and/or Dr. 
Zulfiqar Ali, Senior Research Fellow at BIDS, made a presentation to provide a context 
for Prof. Johnson’s more specific contribution. The former chronicled the development of 
measures and progress on increasing availability in Bangladesh, and issues of poverty, 
food transfer, diet diversification and trade as important for future developments for 
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improving availability and food security and food policy.  Again, the idea was to develop 
an updated context for the more specific presentation by Prof. Johnson. 
 
Prof. Johnson’s presentation had two main objectives:  
 

• To bring back to the universities and ministry staff as well as the 
educational leaders the conclusions from the interviews conducted in 
October/November 2009, and to obtain reactions to the proposed two 2-
week workshops and the modules for providing new concepts and content 
for existing courses (including recommendations of subject matter content 
for the different modules), and  

 
• To present the national data sets for Bangladesh and their usefulness in 

developing measures of availability, access and nutritional status or 
utilization of food.  In part as well, the presentation by Prof. Johnson was 
made to assure the faculty, ministry representatives and educational 
leaders that food security and food policy were subjects worthy of serious 
attention in existing postgraduate programs and in ministry practitioners’ 
work in Bangladesh. 

 
The seminars were in general well received and were well attended with audiences 
ranging from 20 to 70, depending on whether the seminar was for several universities, or 
delivered specifically to one university or agency. The BIDS contribution to the seminars 
was well received and fit nicely with the more technical presentation of Prof. Johnson, 
providing a background that was orientated to the progress and aspects left to be 
addressed in Bangladesh’s quest for food security and improved food policy 
interventions.  
 

3. Findings from Seminars 

 
Findings from the seminars are presented in general and with brief summaries on the 
experience at the specific universities, ministries and from the educational leaders.  
   
General:  The general findings from the seminars were quite positive.  All of the 
universities, ministries and educational leaders appeared to appreciate the opportunity to 
react to the recommendations that had been developed from our October/November 2009 
interviews during the Interim Consultancy, and that were included in the Interim 
Consultancy Report.  There was general agreement that the two 2-week workshops for 
intermediate faculty and ministry staff would be useful. All of the university 
representatives agreed that they would send at least one of their faculties to the 
workshops. Some universities indicated that they would send a number of participants 
from their faculties to better represent the various departments and colleges that had been 
assembled for the seminars.  No specific date was announced at the workshops, but it was 
suggested that the two 2-week seminars should be held during the approximately six 
months after the end of the summer of 2010.  In short, it appeared that if the workshops 
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were scheduled for convenience of the intermediate and junior faculty and ministry staff, 
they would be well attended.  There should be no problem in attracting 25 to 30 
participants to each of the workshops. 
 
For the modules, there was good discussion at each of the seminars, but a general lack of 
specific recommendations for topics or subjects.  We judged that this lack of suggestions 
of topics was in some respects a function of the fact that the past food security 
discussions in Bangladesh had focused more on availability than on access and nutrition 
status and utilization of foods.  We have adjusted to this lack of suggestions for topics by 
preparing a list of several topics, and the staff at NFPCSP agreed to circulate to the 
universities to better elicit their more specific choices of topics for the modules.  Indeed, 
this was important in making sure that they would use the content included in the 
modules developed in their existing courses and practitioner work.  
 
 
Specific:  Specific findings from the discussions at the seminars and reactions to the 
presentation are summarized below.  The universities and ministry visited are listed in the 
order they were visited (see Attachment 2). 
 
American International University-Bangladesh (AIUB), 11.3.2010.  On this occasion 
there was assembled a rather large group of faculty and postgraduate students 
(approximately 40 in number) including representatives from other private universities.  
They were very supportive of the two 2-week workshops, and informed the NFPCSP 
representatives attending the seminars and Prof. Johnson that they already have planned 
MBA courses in which the modules could be useful in providing improved content. From 
the earlier visits we had learned that the planned courses were not yet specifically 
prepared—mostly the material available for defining the content of the courses was in the 
form of short descriptions.  There were no detailed syllabuses for the planned courses. 
But, AIUB is moving ahead to include food security and food policy in their MBA 
curricula. 
 
BRAC University, 11.3.2010.  This seminar was just for BRAC University and included 
representatives from the BRAC Development Institute (BDI) and the Economics 
Department. About 20 representatives attended the seminar, and the discussion was very 
lively and enthusiastic. They supported the idea of the two 2-week seminars. As well, 
they supported the idea of the modules, and suggested modules of low quantitative 
content for their new “development” postgraduate degree (Masters) program. The feeling 
was that the modules would be technically at about the level that their new postgraduate 
students could master. They also indicated that for the Masters in Economics, more 
technical modules would be appropriate given the students background in statistics and 
analytical methods.  
 
Institute of Nutrition and Food Sciences (INFS), University of Dhaka, 14.3.2010.  
This audience (approximately 30) was interested in the two part seminar but not overly 
reactive in terms of suggesting topics for the modules.  They were supportive of the two 
2-week workshops and indicated that the younger professionals from INFS would 
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participate. They mainly argued for funding for completing the next Household Food 
Consumption Survey and for the importance of these data for better understanding 
nutrition. This discussion included as well the development of “food composition tables”.  
During follow up contacts it was not possible to get access to the raw data of the 
Household Food Consumption Survey of 1999. Reportedly this data set has been lost, so 
it cannot be made available for the proposed workshop.  However, food consumption 
surveys of more limited scope can be obtained from other sources, and these could be 
used to demonstrate the concepts and measurements available from household food 
consumption surveys. 
 
Jahangirnagar University, 15.3.2010. This was a seminar to a particular university 
audience and was attended by approximately 25 faculty and postgraduate students.  They 
were pleased to have the offer of the two 2-week workshops on comprehensive concepts 
of food security and the data sets, and indicated that they would send younger faculty 
members. As well, at our seminar they had a presentation made by one of their faculty 
members on work to deal with distress sales of rice at harvest by small farmers—
apparently with the support of a NGO.  The title of the program that the seminar 
presentation was Dhan Bank: An Alternative Approach to Food Security and Monga 
Migration for Northwest Bangladesh.  We had an active discussion of food security and 
food policy, and discovered that the University had just held a one day session on food 
security issues.  Much of the discussion at this University session focused on political 
aspects of food security and the food insecure.  We as well heard from a biotech 
professor on potential impacts of new technologies on food security. The seminar 
audience were interested but seemed to have little knowledge of access and nutritional 
status or of the national data sets that can be used to study access and nutrition. 
 
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU), 23.3.2010.  This seminar had a very large 
number of participants—40 to 50, and the participants were very active in responding to 
both presentations.  The representatives expressed genuine interest in the two 2-week 
workshops.  There was evidence that there were a number of interested potential 
participants in the workshops.  There was as well active discussion of the modules and 
how the materials from the modules might be used in existing courses. As well, there was 
substantial discussion about drafting new courses on food security and using the content 
of the modules as a part of the subject matter for the new courses. They did not have 
much specific technical familiarity with nutrition and access, but were quite interested in 
learning more about the literature and results of academic work on these subjects. 
 
Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU), Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management, 24.3.2010. This was a presentation of only Prof. Johnson’s part of the 
seminar package to the FPMU.  The staff members attending (about 15) were interested 
in the presentation, but it was clear that they had always been more concerned with 
availability and public food distribution programs than with access and nutritional status.  
Questions and the discussion related to the scope of their charge in the FPMU and the 
extent to which it covered access and nutrition. There is interest in access and nutritional 
status, but as well a feeling that the current staff is fully occupied with issues related to 
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monitoring availability and public food distribution operations, and that work on these 
topics would require additional staff. 
 
Workshop  organized by BIDS and NFPCSP – FAO at the BRAC Center, 25.3.2010.  
This seminar included more than 60 participants from most of the universities in the 
Dhaka area that had potential interest in food security and food policy.  As well, the two 
presentations had discussants that were from the educational leaders most of whom had 
been visited in October/November during the Interim Consultancy: Dr. Mahabub 
Hossain, Executive Director of BRAC, Prof. Sattar Mandal, Vice Chancellor of BAU, Dr. 
Rezaul Karim, former Director INFS, and, as Chair, Dr. Mustafa K. Mujeri, Director 
General of BIDS.  There was significant dialogue about the two 2-week workshops and 
the preparation and delivery of the educational modules.  Mostly, this discussion related 
to how the modules could be used in existing courses and the revelation about major 
curriculum changes under way at BAU and the private universities.  There was as well 
concern about the fact that most of those attending had not used household food 
consumption surveys, the HIES or the health surveys, and an indirect message that if 
these surveys are to be used, it will require education of faculty like that planned for the 
two 2-week workshops, and modules that concentrate on these concepts, on what are the 
relevant data sets and their use in policy.  It was as well brought out that the market for 
postgraduates may not at first be robust—arguing for going slow but deliberately in the 
curricula areas. The idea of “putting a toe of the universities and government agencies 
into the water” was supported by the group. 
 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University (SAU), 29.3.2010. The seminar was made 
before a large audience, about 70 attendees.  The Vice Chancellor presided. We learned 
that the audience attracted was essentially the whole faculty of SAU. Also in this case, Dr 
Zulfiqar Ali from BIDS was there as well to present his part of the seminar.  The 
audience was interested and agreed to participate in the two 2-week workshops and to use 
the modules to be developed.  They were honest in saying that they had little background 
in working with survey data and urged attention to the first of the modules on the list-
related to understanding the HIES and food consumption surveys.  (This time in the 
presentation, the possible modules from Attachment 5 were given as an example.) They 
urged that they needed this basic information before the more ambitious applications to 
be sure that they understand the concepts, data sets and possible uses before doing food 
security and food policy analysis.  
 

4. Terms of Reference (TOR) for Workshops and Modules 

 
TORs for both the two 2-week workshops and the modules have been developed and are 
included in Attachments 3 and 4, respectively.  They are rather self-explanatory so little 
will be said about them, except to comment on their structure and the approach 
envisioned.  We are presently considering two 2-week workshops, perhaps held late in 
this year or early next year and three modules on different topics to be determined by 
taking into consideration information from the simple questionnaire prepared for the 
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faculty representatives with whom we have been visiting and who have hosted and 
participated in the seminars. 
 
For the first of the two workshops, the idea is to present material to give the participants a 
sound knowledge of food security and food policy. For the time being this workshop is 
called: “A Comprehensive Review of Food Security: Concepts, Basic Facts and 
Measurement Issues”.  This workshop would cover the gamut of concepts and 
approaches to understanding availability, access and nutritional status or utilization. As 
well, there would be discussions of appropriate data bases and approaches to 
measurement of these different concepts. It will become apparent that there are several 
data bases that can be used for the different measures of availability, access and 
nutritional status, and that the choice of the data sets depends many times on the intended 
use of the results.  As well, the point will be made that there is no perfect measure of all 
of the food security concepts. The participants would be shown that intentionally there 
are a number of measures actually used to gain better and useful information on the 
concepts of availability, access and nutritional status in food security and food policy 
applications.    
 
The draft TOR (again, Attachment 3) for second of the two 2-week workshops (“Analysis 
of Data Sets for Measuring Access and Nutrition Status”) features the participants 
working in groups of 4 or 5. The idea is twofold— to make the workshop manageable for 
the consultant(s) hired to present the workshop, and to make sure that the groups have 
necessary sets of skills to make the workshop manageable and successful for each. Each 
of the groups there would select one of the surveys—the HIES or another (available) food 
consumption survey. The group, with the assistance of the consultant(s) offering the 
workshop, would as well select a topic to analyze, possibly one that could be addressed 
by partitioning the survey data.  The topics should not be too difficult since the primary 
objective is to have the participants gain the ability to use the survey data. The analysis 
would be for demonstrating a tool or approach to the analysis of food security. The 
participants would conduct the analysis with the survey data, and then write up a report 
based on their work which could be shared with others who may not have been able to 
participate or selected by their institution to attend the workshop.  The idea is make the 
workshop the beginning of deeper and more comprehensive analyses of the survey data 
bases. 
 
For the consultants for the second workshop, this would mean that they would have to 
select five or six topics and organize the work of the participants on the specific issues 
made possible by the use of the surveys. Alternatively, if each trainee selected a different 
topic, the workshop would include an unmanageable set of possible topics.  This 
restriction of topics would give the consultants more time to work with each of the 
groups in conducting the analysis of the data and in the drafting of the related report.   
The idea is to give assignments that are manageable and to obtain reports that reflect 
enough aspects of the related analysis to be interesting to food security and food policy 
researchers and practitioners. 
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For the modules, we have suggested a number of possible topics and a structure for 
addressing the topics (Attachments 4, 5 and 6). The idea here was to go back to the 
leaders, the hosts of the seminars and FPMU staff and ask, if this approach for 
developing the modules and the topics we have suggested appears to fit their current 
curriculum and practitioner objectives for additional information for research and 
analysis on food security and food policy.  In structuring the module component of the 
proposed activities, we have provided a strategy for the evolution of the modules that 
begins with “basic concepts”, moves to topics that are related the actual use of the survey 
data and, finally, to applications in terms of specific food policies. The latter set of topics 
requires collection of additional administrative and program data related to the policies to 
be studied and used for the analysis of the issues.  
  
Results of these conversations with the hosts for the seminars, FPMU staff and 
educational leaders about the proposed the topics within this structure can be used in 
discussions with potential consultants, to select those that have the best capacities to 
develop the specific modules.  Between the consultant expertise and availability and the 
wishes of the university and ministry representatives and educational leaders, it should be 
possible to effectively develop a plan for initial completion of at least three modules.  
Again, these modules would be intended both for the university educational programs 
and for the ministry practitioners. On the basis of the experience with these initial three 
modules, a decision can be taken on whether or not to proceed with additional topics 
from the list. 
 
As already mentioned, the detailed TORs for the two 2- week workshops and the 
modules provide additional detail on the plan for these activities, deliverables and what 
will be left behind for loading on the NFPCSP web site and other forms of distribution.. 
The web site will be important since it will be the primary long term basis for distributing 
the modules to the academic institutions and the policy practitioners from the ministries.  
The web site will also be designed include the reports developed by the groups 
completing the two 2-week workshops as additional illustrations of the value of the 
information from the surveys about food security and food policy.  
  

5. Update of Roadmap 

 
The roadmap from the Interim Consultancy Report is updated based on the results from 
this Final Consultancy Report, based on the mission conducted during March 2010 and 
the results of the survey conducted thereafter. The original roadmap is presented in the 
table and updated information is inserted in bold in the same table. To make sure that 
there is no confusion the consultant(s) are numbered as in the Interim Consultancy Report 
as follows: 
 
Consultant #1 – Recommended to be hired to do the workshop for senior faculty and 

FPMU staff. This was completed by one of the consultants employed to complete 
the Interim Consultancy Report, and the seminar held at the BRAC Center by BIDS 
and NFPCSP-FAO held March 25, 2010 
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Consultant(s) #2 - Recommended to be hired to prepare and present the two 2-week 

workshops for mid level faculty and FPMU staff, and to present the two series of 
seminars to the universities and FPMU staff.  

 
Consultant(s) #3 - Recommended for completing the modules and related workshops. 
 
Consultant # 4 - Recommended for holding a workshop on access to public data bases. 
 
Consultant # 5 – Recommended optional consultant, likely domestic, to deliver 

workshop for assisting universities in developing internship programs. 
 
Revised Roadmap Details on implemented actions in bold 

Timeline by Quarter Activity, Updated to Reflect Final Consultants Report 
October –December 
2009 

• End of first month’s consultancy for the Interim 
Report  

• Completion Interim Consultants Report (delayed 
until next quarter) 

• Selected options for Consultant(s) #2 (provided to 
NFPCSP) 
 

January—March 2010 • Completion of Interim Consultants Report 
• Consultant from Interim Report (Johnson) visited 

again (Draft report completed during March finalized 
in August) 

• Finalize TORs for all additional consultants and 
develop a list of consultants (Completed as a part of 
Final Report) 

• Consultants #1 and #4 handled by the Consultant for 
the Final Report. Consultant #5 determined not 
appropriate  

• Seniors workshop conducted during the current 
quarter with BIDS and NFPCSP-FAO 

• Workshop on public data bases held in connection 
with the Seniors Workshop  
 

April—September 2010 • Identify Consultants #2 and # 3  
• Finalization of Final consultancy report 

 
October—December 
2010 

• Initiate contacts with Consultants #2-3 
• Final arrangements Consultant(s) # 2 for the mid level 

and junior faculty and FPMU staff workshops 
 

January—June 2011 • Begin work with Consultants # 2 on workshops for mid 
level and junior faculty and FPMU staff  
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• Deliver one of the two workshops to for mid level and 
junior faculty and FPMU staff with Consultant(s) # 2  

• Make contacts with Consultant(s) # 3 and discuss their 
participation in preparing the modules 
 

July —December 2011 • Deliver the second of two workshops to for mid level and 
junior faculty and FPMU staff with Consultant(s) # 2 

• Deliver materials from Consultant(s) # 2 to the web site 
• Start preparing background material for the workshops 

on modules with Consultant(s) # 3 
 

January —December 
2012 
 

• Delivery workshops on the modules to university mid 
level and junior faculty and FPMU staff with 
Consultant(s) #3 

• Finalize materials for modules  
• Post materials for the modules on the NFPCSP website  

 
 
 
In general, the roadmap shows: 
 

• Revised timing for planning and delivery of the two 2-week workshops for the 
mid level and junior faculty and FPMU staff--by about one semester, compared 
to the plan in the Interim Report; 

 
• The completion of the workshop for seniors during the first quarter of 2010, the 

BIDS/NFPCSP-FAO workshop—by the consultant used for the Final Report 
(Johnson); 

 
• The elimination of the internship consultants and related activity; 
 
• The seminar on public data bases held in connection with the BIDS/NFPCSP-

FAO workshop: the senior educational leaders present and discussed the 
availability of the data bases (prepared, and delivered by Johnson during March 
of 2010; and 

 
• Stringing out the development, presentation and delivery of modules in seminars 

and for the web site to later quarters in the project (after the first half of 2011), 
compared to the plan in the Interim Report.  

 

6. Concluding Recommendations 

 
The conclusions are provided in terms of three features of the consultancy: the process of 
arriving at the recommendations in the final consultancy; the recommendations of the 
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final report; and implications for the future of food security and food policy in 
Bangladesh. 
 
Process: The process of arriving at the recommendations was very consultative.  During 
the consultancy for the Interim Report, there were meetings with university 
representatives, members of ministries and educational leaders about how to introduce 
food security and food policy into the postgraduate programs and use by practitioners in 
Bangladesh.  We learned from these consultations that the best way to begin was to 
introduce the aspects of food security and food policy into existing courses at the 
postgraduate level.  This was somewhat different than suggested in the TOR for the 
consultancy, which asked the consultants to investigate the development of a 
postgraduate program in food security or new courses in food security for postgraduate 
programs. All of those consulted suggested that these latter two options were too 
aggressive.  They wanted to learn more about the potential market demand for the 
students from postgraduate programs and practitioners than is now known.  Those 
consulted also well indicated that, particularly in public universities, there is a long time 
window for new adding courses or new programs.  
 
Results of our discussions with the university representatives, representatives of 
ministries and educational leaders are available in the Interim Report.  The second 
consultancy had as one of the objectives going back to the universities and government 
agencies that we had visited for preparing the Interim Report and determining if we had 
accurately reflected their discussions with us in the recommendations from the Interim 
Report.  This task was completed through a set of seminars at universities and 
government agencies (summarized above). 
   
There was almost full support for the two 2-week workshops for intermediate faculty and 
staff of government agencies, and support for the modules to improve course content--but 
not much in terms of suggestions for specific module content. The 2-week workshops are 
now scheduled to come before the presentations of the modules. This may give an 
additional opportunity to engage in additional discussions about the content of the 
modules 
 
For current purposes, we addressed lack of response on subject material for the modules 
by suggesting options in terms of content and a structure for presenting the modules. 
And, we asked the leaders of the universities and ministry staff, and the educational 
leaders to comment on the approach and select from among the alternatives for the 
content.  The associated questionnaire about preferences for the modules by intent, open 
ended.  Results are reported below. The instrument designed to obtain this information is 
included in Attachment 6. 
 
The first question about the views of the university representatives was: “Do you think 
that the two step approach (2 workshops plus the modules) is appropriate?”  
 
Answers of the eight university representatives who replied was; 100 percent yes. 
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The second question was: “If you think that your institution could use any of the 8 
modules proposed below to expand and deepen the coverage of food security, please 
indicate up to three, ranking them using a, b, c (a being the module you believe would be 
the most useful of the three selected modules). Please feel free not to select any if you do 
not find these relevant.” 
 
Replies were as follows:  
 

Definitions of Modules Answers 
1. Basic Concepts for Measuring Availability, Access and 

Nutritional Status 
a, a, a, a, a, b 

2. Modeling Supply and Use Data for Better Understanding and 
Projecting Availability and Links to International Markets 

a, b, b 

3. Distributions of Usual Daily Intake of nutrients in 
Bangladesh Using the Food Consumption Survey 

 -  

4. Uses of the Bangladesh Household Food Consumption 
Survey to Estimate   Household Consumption and Nutrient 
Intake 

c, b 

5. Uses of the Bangladesh Household Income and Expenditure 
Survey to Estimate Household Consumption and Nutrient 
Intake 

c 

6. Moving from Household Food Consumption Surveys to 
Dietary Recommendations 

a, c 

7. Sources of  Poverty and Relationships to Access and 
Nutrient Intakes 

a, c, b 

8. Review of Food Assistance  Intervention Programs in 
Selected Countries 

c, a 

 
 
 Note, one of the 8 respondents chose not to recommend modules since he observed that 
food policy was not appropriate for his university. One respondent did not recommend 
modules, since he was not with a university, and one recommended 4 giving them all a’s. 
The comments on the open ended part of the questionnaire were mostly from the 
respondent that indicated that food security and food policy were not appropriate for the 
curriculum in his university. He supported the idea of the modules but indicated that his 
and other universities really had little experience with any of the concepts of food 
security other than availability.  
 
On the basis of this survey, #1 had the most votes with #2 and #7 following with the 
second most votes. We judged (as was observed by one of the respondents) that the small 
return of questionnaires was due to the fact that many of the possible participants were 
unfamiliar with the availability and nutrient status measures. Perhaps it would be better to 
conduct the first of the two week workshops and then ask the same questions again of the 
25 to 30 participants in the workshop before moving to a final decision on modules—or 
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at least the modules #2 and #7.  Module #1 seemed to be solidly preferred by all of the 
respondents.  
 
Finally, the last of the major recommendations from the Interim Report addressed the 
apparent unavailability of the major surveys and implications for research and 
educational programs that are of interest to university faculty and ministry practitioners.  
This was handled in the seminar for senior educational leaders at the BRAC Center on 
25.3.2010, where as a part of the seminar presentation raised the issue of availability of 
the surveys for comment by the attendees and educational leaders that were on a panel.  
Their comments were supportive of adjustments that could make the data from these 
surveys which are in fact, public goods more accessible.  We will determine how this 
conclusion impacts the availability of the major national data sets in discussions with 
those responsible for collecting and managing the Household Income and Expenditure, 
Household Food Consumption and the Health Surveys (see the list prepared in 
Attachment 7).  
 
Recommendations:  The specific recommendations have been already reported.  They are 
the two 2-week workshops which were supported by all of the audiences to which we 
gave the seminars during the Final Consultancy, and the follow up survey of university 
faculty.  The modules were supported as well, but we did not get significant concrete 
suggestions on content or topics.  We went back to the universities who hosted the 
seminars and the educational leaders to get endorsement of our plan in terms of subject 
matter for the modules (see above for a tabulation of the responses to the 8 possible 
modules).  The access to the Household Income and Expenditure Survey should not 
represent a problem, but the access to the most recent and comprehensive Household 
Consumption Survey appears to not be possible—it was “lost” due to computer problems. 
Other less general household food consumption surveys are however available. 
 
The recommendations for evaluations by the hosts for the seminars and others reflect the 
impressions of the consultant, after the presentation of the seminars. The universities and 
ministries as well as the educational leaders had been looking at food security mostly 
from an availability perspective. The idea of the hierarchical structure for availability, 
access and nutrition status was rather new for most of the seminar audiences. For this 
reason we recommend a 2-week workshop on “A Comprehensive Review of Food 
Security: Concepts, Basic Facts and Measurement Issues” as an additional 2-week 
workshop.  As mentioned, this comprehensive review could be a lead-in to decisions on 
the content of the three modules, and to the selection of surveys to be used for the second 
2-week workshop.  In particular, we perceived a need for a more complete discussion of 
concepts and uses of data sets for measuring access and nutritional status as a 
prerequisites for selecting the module content.    
 
It will be apparent from the alternatives for the modules discussed in Attachment 4 and 5 
that we see them as evolving in three stages: 
 

• A Basic Concepts module;   
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• The modules that depend on the available national data sets and how they are 
developed and used for estimating availability, access and nutritional status; and  

 
• The modules on options for food policy. These modules require gathering of 

additional administrative, policy and even sample data to go along with the data 
from the surveys to analyze the subjects proposed. 

 
Bangladesh has come a long way in terms of solving the availability problem and must 
keep attention on availability if it is to address effectively diversification of consumption, 
population trends and changing land uses. But, as well, it must develop more adequate 
procedures for understanding and successfully meeting challenges of access and 
nutritional status.  It is this latter aspect of the food security and food policy continuum 
that the Interim and Final consultancies emphasized. 
 
Future:  The food security and food policy analysis capacities in Bangladesh have the 
significant potential for developing rapidly.  The available data are being better used, and 
there is possibility for extending this use as is mentioned in Attachment 4. As well, the 
basic data sets required for food security and food policy research and teaching in 
universities as well as for use by ministry practitioners are in some cases becoming more 
available.  These data bases need to be further developed, preserved, made available to 
the public and updated. The Household Consumption Survey is a case in point, it  should 
be put into a census based household frame, systematically updated about each 10 years 
and have a set of nutrient composition tables to make it more valuable for understanding 
access and nutrient status.. The three data sets—the Health Survey, the Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey and the Household Food Consumption Survey simply 
must become more available to university faculty and government practitioners, if they 
are to be effectively used in monitoring, finding incidence of food insecurity and in 
understanding the prevalence of food insecurity problems in Bangladesh.   
 
Careful mining of the data sets on availability, access and nutritional status must be done 
as a precursor to food policies that can guide the decision makers in Bangladesh to 
develop an improved set of measures to deal with food insecurity problems.  Armed with 
improved information on availability, access and nutritional status, the researchers and 
practitioners in Bangladesh can significantly improve the country’s capacity to deal with 
what seem to be serious malnutrition problems. For example, the Health Survey data on 
stunting, under weight and other anthropometric measures continues to suggest pervasive 
food insecurity problems. The country obviously has serious problems of food insecurity, 
but the way to solve them can be made clearer for the researchers, teachers and 
government practitioners, if there is work on already available data sets to identify the 
problem populations and design appropriate measures to mitigate causes.. 
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Attachment 1 

Prof. Stan Johnson’s Seminar Presentation 
 

March 31, 2010

Options and Possible  Approaches for 
Promoting Postgraduate Studies on Food 

Security and Policies 

S. Johnson

National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Program

 
1 

Outline of Presentation
1. Why the NFPCSP

2. Why S. Johnson?

3. Evolving concepts/definitions of food security

4. Incidence, prevalence and monitoring of food security

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data, and a 
digression food specific alternatives

6. Interventions and food policy

7. National Food Policy, Plan of Action (2008 - 2015)

8. Program moving forward

2 

1. Why the NFPCSP Program?

� Technical support  to policy analysis, formulation 
and monitoring 

� Educational programs for FPMU and related 
ministries

� Support for policy decisions on food security

� Two major research grant programs administered

� Now an effort to promote sustainable capacity for 
training food security and policy specialists 

3 

2. Why S. Johnson?

�Consultation with TOR to assess the “feasibility and 
design of postgraduate courses on food security”

�Two consultants were Mohammad Jabbar and S. 
Johnson

�We visited with universities and educational leaders 
in Bangladesh

�Developed an interim report focusing on training and 
adding to existing course content rather than adding 
new courses or postgraduate programs

4 

3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security

� Availability concepts

� Access concepts

� Nutritional or utilization concepts

� Links to poverty

� Differing measures (an elusive concept)

� A set of measures is best for describing food 
security (IFPRI, Science 2010, Cornell)

5 

3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security 

Definitions for Discussion

�Earlier definitions were related to food availability

�FAO definition from 1996

�State of food security FAO in 2001

�Working definition for this report

�Latest from Science, February 12, 2010 

6 
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3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security 

FAO Definition from 1996

“Food security, at the individual, household, 
national, regional and global levels (is achieved) 
when all people, at all times, have physical and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food to meet their needs and food 
preferences for an active and healthy life.”

 
7 

3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security 

State of Food Security 2001

“Food security (is) a situation that exists when all 
people, at all times, have physical, social and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food that meets their dietary needs 
and food preferences for an active and healthy 
life.”

 
8 

3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security 

Working Definition 2009

“Food security is the availability, access to and 
consumption of foods that represent a diet 
which provides all of the nutritional 
requirements for good health and performance.” 

 
9 

3. Evolving Concepts of Food Security 

Science February 2010

“Food security is commonly conceptualized as 
resting on three pillars: availability, access, and 
utilization. These concepts are inherently 
hierarchical, with availability necessary but not 
sufficient to ensure access, which is in turn, 
necessary but not sufficient for effective 
utilization”  

 
10 

4. Incidence, prevalence and monitoring 
of Food Security

�Food availability

�Food access

�Nutritional status

�Dietary status

�Food utilization

�Health status

11 

4. Incidence, prevalence and monitoring of Food Security

Necessary additions to the survey data 
for measuring aspects of FS

� Recommended or usual daily requirements
�Empirical plus clinical basis

�Empirical definitions

� Food composition tables 
�Different in different countries

�Micro and macro nutrients

�Opportunities for cross-country collaboration

12 
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4. Incidence, prevalence and monitoring of Food Security 

Survey data sources for measurement 
of different concepts

�Aggregate annual production, consumption, stocks  
and trade for major crops (supply and use tables)

�Household food consumption surveys 
(INFS/BNNS)

�Consumer expenditure surveys (BBS/HIES)

�Individual intake surveys (prorated BNNS)

�Health surveys (NIPORT/BDHS)
 

13 

4. Incidence, prevalence and monitoring of Food Security 

Survey data sources for measurement of 
different concepts (cont.)

�Rapid assessment surveys

�Food frequency surveys

�Nutritional surveillance surveys

�Special food consumption surveys
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5. Summary of food security measures 
and survey data sets for estimation

Food security measure/ 
Data set

Availability Access Dietary 
status

Nutrition 
status

Nutrition 
utilization

Health 
status

Aggregate production and 
consumption

X

Household food 
consumption surveys

X (within 
household)

X X X (prorated)

Consumer expenditure 
surveys

X X X

Individual intake surveys X X X

Health surveys X X X X

Rapid assessment surveys X X

Food frequency surveys X X X

Nutrition surveillance 
surveys

X X X X

Special food consumption 
surveys

X X X
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5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Digression on food consumption and 
intake surveys

� More detailed review

� Uses made specific

� Necessary transformations of the data

� Uses in monitoring

� Policy uses
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5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Dimensions & methods for assessing food 
security and  under nutrition

Methods Availability 
of food

Access to 
food

Consumption 
of food

Utilization 
of nutrients

FAO Method

Household 
income

& expenditure 
surveys

Individual food 
consumption/ 
intake surveys

Anthropometry

Qualitative 
measures of food 

security

17 

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Household income & expenditure surveys

� Indicators of household energy deficiency

� Indicators of dietary balance and quality

� Indicators of vulnerability to food deprivation

� based on nationally representative samples

� allow sub-national analyses and targeting

18 
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� measure actual food consumption/intake

� intake of macro/micronutrients

� food patterns

� dietary balance and quality

� information disaggregated by age & gender

� validated against bio-markers

� doubly labeled water technique

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Individual food consumption/intake surveys
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5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Anthropometric indicators

� objective long term measures of food insecurity

� suitable for rapid assessment

� data collection perhaps less expensive

� procedures can be standardized

� useful for evaluating the impacts of interventions

20 

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Food consumed/intake data needs
� type of food consumed (raw, processed, 

cooked, preparation practices)

� how large (serving size)

� how often consumed 

� by whom (e.g.; young ,elderly, etc)

� affected by factors such as

� season
� region / culture
�wealth / socio-economic factors
�age
� sex  

21 
5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Enabling issues for conducting food consumption 
surveys in developing countries 

� develop quicker, simpler, cost-effective methods

� develop survey tools  
� standardized questionnaires 

� household-measure databases
� food composition databases
� software tools
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� reinforce technical skills in
� survey design
� data collection
� data analysis and presentation

� build analytical capacity of national institutions

� promote communication & utilization of data at 
national level 

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation 

Enabling issues for conducting food 
consumption surveys in developing countries 

(cont.)

23 

5. Summary of food security measures and survey data sets for estimation

Observations on incidence, prevalence 
and monitoring

� Large data sets are public goods and should be available 
for monitoring and analysis

�Major government officials, private sector leaders and the 
public give attention to national surveys

� It is important to link results of food security analysis to 
these data sets

�Bangladesh has many of the appropriate data sets for 
monitoring food security and food policy analysis 

24 
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6. Interventions and Food Policy

�Intervention, evaluation and policy

�Possible areas of application

�Examples from each area
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6. Interventions and Food Policy

World Bank primer on 
evaluations and interventions

�What is an impact evaluation?

�How to evaluate impact evaluations?

�What is the role of impact evaluations in M&E?

�What is a development impact initiative?

�How does this relate to (food) policy analysis?

�How to proceed with policy analysis?

26 

6. Interventions and Food Policy 

General areas for Food Policy analysis

�Macro policies and transmission of impacts to 
food insecure

�Policies to address poverty and income

�Commodity and input policies for agriculture

�Educational programs

�Food transfer or safety net programs
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�Nutritional analysis of at risk populations

�Food safety and street food

�Gender

�Environmental impacts for the food insecure

6. Interventions and Food Policy 

Possible areas for Food Policy analysis 
(cont.)
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6. Interventions and Food Policy 

Examples of Food Policy problems 
in each of the areas

�Problem

�Data set available for analysis

�Outcomes from analysis

�Supplying results to policy makers and the 
public

�Importance of a baseline

�Comparisons to the baseline

29 

The National Food Policy (NFP) Plan of Action 
(2008-2015)

NFP Objective 1: Adequate and stable supply 
of safe and nutritious food

NFP Objective 2: Increased purchasing power 
and access to food of the people

NFP Objective 3: Adequate nutrition for all 
individuals, especially women and children

30 
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The National Food Policy (NFP) Plan of Action (2008-2015)

NFP Objective 1

� Essentially addresses “availability”

� Agricultural research and extension, Use and management 
of water, Supply of inputs, Diversification, Credit, Market 
infrastructure. Policy/regulatory environment, Early 
warning systems, Producer price support, Public stock 
management/price stability

� Production, consumption, trade and stocks for major crops 
(supply and use tables)
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The National Food Policy (NFP) Plan of Action (2008-2015)

NFP Objective 2

� Mostly about “access” to food

� Disaster management, Emergency food distribution, Enabling 
environment for food trades, Targeted food security 
programs, Income generation/women and disabled, Agro 
processing, Market driven education and skills

� Expenditure surveys (HIES), Food consumption surveys 
(BNNS) and Rapid assessment surveys

32 

The National Food Policy (NFP) Plan of Action (2008-2015)

NFP Objective 3

� Mostly about “nutrition or food utilization”

� Long term planning for balanced food, Balanced and 
nutritious food for vulnerable,  Nutrition education/dietary 
diversification, Food supplementation/fortification, 
Drinking water and sanitation, Safe quality food supply, 
Women and children, Breastfeeding

� Expenditure surveys (HIES) Food consumption survey 
(BNNS) (household and prorated), Health survey 
(NIPORT), Nutrition Surveillance surveys, Food frequency 
surveys 
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8. Program Moving Forward

�Workshop for university faculty and government staff to 
demonstrate analyses of specific national data sets—likely 
the consumer expenditure survey (HIES) and, if those 
responsible are willing, the household food consumption 
survey (BNNS)

�Development of modules or components that can be adapted 
to existing postgraduate courses

� In the long run encouraging development of new courses, 
postgraduate programs and a more participatory national 
research program on  food security and food policy
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Possible Modules for Existing 
Courses

� First Module

� Basic Concepts for Measuring Access and 
Nutritional Status 

35 

Possible Modules for Existing 
Courses

� Second Set of Modules
� Developing  Familiarity with Food Consumption 

Survey Data Bases
� Distributions of Usual Daily Intake of Nutrients  in the 

Bangladesh Household Food Consumption Surveys
� Uses of the Household Income and Expenditure 

Survey to Estimate Household Consumption and 
Nutrient Intake

� Moving from Household Food Consumption Surveys 
Dietary Recommendations    

36 
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Possible Modules for Existing  
Courses

� Third set of Modules
� A Review of Food Assistance Intervention Programs in Selected 

Countries
� Evaluations of Food Transfer  Programs in Bangladesh
� Fertilizer Transfers and impacts of food Security of Low  

Income Farmers
� Marketing Programs for Rice and Other Commodities and Food 

Security
� Small Surveys Developed in Connection with the Household 

Food Consumption and Income and Expenditure Surveys   
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Possible Modules for Existing 
Coureses

� Third Set of Modules Continued

� Food Consumption Patterns of the Urban Poor 
and Implications for Nutrition and Changing 
Food Consumption Patterns

� Please add Below Any Other Issues That We 
may Have Missed In Developing These ideas 
for Educational Modules  

38 

Thank you for listening
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USA Food Assistance Policies 2009

�Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Food 
Stamp Program)—28.4 million participants, cost $38 
billion

�National School Lunch Program—31 million children 
and National School Breakfast Program—10.6 million 
children, together cost $12 billion

�WIC Program—8.7 million participants cost $8.7 
billion

�Total cost of all food programs $61 billion, one in five 
Americans participated 
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Participants In US Food Security 
and Food Policy Research

�Institutions (mostly NGOs)—34

�Universities—52

�Government agencies--12

41 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Attachment 2 

Schedule of Main Activities and Seminars on “Options and Possible 

Approaches for Promoting Postgraduate Studies on Food Security and 

Policies” 

 
  

Date/Day Venue 
6 March 2010  
Saturday 

Arrival in Dhaka 

7 March 2010  
Sunday 

meetings with NFPCSP, BIDS and FAO 
Representative 

8 March 2010  
Monday 

Working with  BIDS 

11 March 2010 
Thursday 

Seminar at AIUB 

11 March 2010 
Thursday 

Seminar at BRAC University 

14 March 2010 
Sunday 

Seminar at INFS, Dhaka University 

15 March 2010 
Monday 

Seminar at Jahangirnagar University 

15 March 2010 
Monday 

Working with  BIDS 

16 March 2010 
Tuesday 

Meeting with INFS, Dhaka University 

22 March 2010 
Monday 

Working with BIDS 

23 March 2010 
Tuesday 

Seminar at BAU, Mymensingh 

24 March 2010 
Wednesday 

Seminar at FPMU  

25 March 2010 
Thursday 

Workshop at BRAC Centre Inn organized by 
BIDS and NFPCSP 

29 March 2010 
Monday 

 Seminar at Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural 
University (SAU) 

01 April 2010  
Thursday 

Debriefing with FAO Representative and 
NFPCSP 

2 April 2010  
Friday 

Departure from Dhaka 
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Attachment 3 

Draft TOR for Workshop Consultants #2 

 
 

Consultants for designing and Conducting two 2--Week Training Workshops and  
Delivering Related Training Materials 

 
Background 
 
The purpose of these 2 workshops is twofold:  
 

• to provide for university scholars and ministry staff a general conceptual framework for 
availability, access and nutrition status and comment on appropriate ways of measuring 
it, and  

 
• to provide interested scholars and government staff with an opportunity to develop 

familiarity with national data sets and to develop content for their courses or research that 
is related to food security and food policy, and to do this by utilizing large national data 
sets for Bangladesh.  

 
For the former there will be a two week workshop titled “A Comprehensive Review of Food 
Security: Concepts, Basic Facts and Measurement Issues”.  This will be somewhat different than 
the second workshop in that the consultants (possibly one from Bangladesh in addition to one 
international) developing it will be asked to leave behind the lectures, readings and other 
materials in a form suitable for putting them up on a web site, making them available to all who 
are interested in their use in lecturing. 
 
The second workshop titled “Analysis of Data Sets for Measuring Access and Nutritional Status“ 
will involve more hands on instruction in utilizing the two national data sets and leadership in 
selecting the topics for analysis from the consultants (one from Bangladesh and one 
international) who will be experts in food security and food policy.  The outcome of the 
workshop will be familiarity with the HIES and a Household Food Consumption Survey, and the 
completion of a research paper or report utilizing one of the data sets.  
 
 
Workshop Organization and participants 
 
The workshops will be possibly held at academic institutions in Bangladesh and involve in the 
first case materials that are summarized by the consultants as the main background materials and 
for the second workshop at least one major data sets; the HIES (Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey) possibly complemented by and a relevant food consumption survey.  
Access to HIES and a Household Food Consumption Survey will be provided as a part of the 
workshop. Data handling support will be provided during the workshop period.  They data 
handling support staff will also be available for planning both the workshops and for supporting 
the preparation of appropriate pre workshop materials.   
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For the first workshop there will be two audiences- one from the university lecturers, which will 
make for a training of trainers type of setting, and one from the ministries, which will involve 
direct delivery to practitioners. The idea is to accomplish this in two weeks giving a shorter and 
more concise treatment to the ministry staff.  This should possibly permit the ministry staff to be 
available for their routine work. However, more convenient arrangements (type of activities for 
the different audiences, duration, number of hours per day, etc.) can be defined in an exchange 
with the consultant(s).  
 
For the second workshop, NFPCSP will select the participants from the university lecturers 
based on having representation from major universities, courses that they instruct related to food 
security and food policy, and necessary background in statistics and data management. Similar 
selection criterion will be applied for the participating government staff.  This selection of 
participants will be made by the use of a questionnaire that will be completed by candidates for 
the workshop. Thus, in a way, there will be a competition in the selection of the participants. 
 
It is expected that the workshops will have approximately 25-30 participants each. NFPCSP and 
the consultants will also provide as needed expertise on various aspects of food security and food 
policy.  Participants in the second workshop will complete a paper using one of the data sets and 
present it at a final session of the workshop.  The participants will be allocated to 6 or 8 groups 
with a paper due from each group.  The grouping will help to assure that the participants as a 
group have appropriate background and skills for completing the papers. The papers will be 
designed to demonstrate the advantages of working in large national data sets.  
 
For the first workshop, there will be exercises for the participants to complete as a basis for 
reinforcing the concepts and ideas about measurement. 
 
The training materials and exercises for the first workshop and the reports for the second 
workshop should possibly be made generally available as examples of the food security and food 
policy work that can be developed using the two educational approaches.  Thus, although the 
workshops will have only approximately 25-30 participants, the work that participants complete 
can be shared with other university and government staff that may not have had the opportunity 
to participate in the workshop. This sharing is expected to increase the interest of scholarly and 
government for results of the two types of analysis. 
 
 
Workshop Contents development and delivery 
 
The international consultants will make two visits to Bangladesh—one to review the data sets 
and/or plans the workshops and one to deliver the workshops. The first visit will be for 
approximately 2 weeks and in the case of the second workshop will involve introducing the 
consultant to the data sets, working with the programmers that will assist in handling the data 
sets, developing the participant selection criterion, familiarizing the consultant with the location 
of the workshop and assisting the consultant in becoming acquainted with the NFPCSP project 
and staff. The domestic consultant will be available at the time the international consultant is in 
Bangladesh and to actively participate in all planned activities.  
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For the first workshop, the consultants will review with NFPCSP staff the level of the materials 
to be presented and look onto developing exercises that can be included in the workshop using 
Bangladesh data and experiences. The Consultants will as well discuss the workshop with 
selected university faculty and ministry staff, and become familiar with their views about the 
content of the workshop. 
 
For each workshop, the second visit to Bangladesh will be for the international consultants to 
deliver the workshop that can be coupled, as needed, with a national consultant. This visit will be 
for about 3 weeks with the workshops scheduled during their visit with a day or two on each end 
for planning last changes and for a wrap up session(s) with the NFPCSP staff. This second visit 
could be longer to allow the consultants to visit the universities of the participants and participate 
in the presentation of their reports or papers or the workshop exercises. 
 
The plan is for the participants in the second workshop to function as teams.  As already 
mentioned, this will help deal with the fact that all participants do not have the same background 
and facility with computers and large scale data sets. Similar comments could be made about 
their understanding and capacities in food security and food policy. It will as well make the 
conduct of the workshop more manageable for the consultants, and allow them to develop 
projects for the students that are more demanding of the two data sets and the analysis that the 
participants will conduct. 
 
The teams of participants will draft reports on their analysis and derive basic conclusions or 
implications. The idea is to help the participants to develop the skills necessary for additional 
work on the two data sets at their home institutions or in their particular government agencies. 
By working in teams they will also develop professional relationships that will carry over from 
the workshop, and support their continued analysis of food security and food policy using the 
large scale data sets after the workshop is completed.  
 
For the first workshop the extent of the involvement of the participants in exercises will depend 
to a great extent on the consultants selected. The consultants could structure example exercises 
built around the basic concepts or other means of involving the participants. If desired these 
exercises or examples could be left behind for the putting up of the workshop materials on the 
NFPCSP web page. 
 
 
Outputs for Workshop Participants 
 
The first workshop will be more in a lecture format but involving the participants in exercises 
that demonstrate the concepts and content. As already mentioned the first workshop will provide 
lectures, readings and other materials for describing its content to be put up on the web page.  
 
The major outputs from the second workshop will be the learning and the papers prepared by the 
participants.  There will be a set of expectations about the concepts learned that is objective and 
can be reported and reviewed. One of the tasks of the consultants will be to develop a draft of 
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these concepts and how to satisfactorily measure them using the two data sets.  Presenting and 
analyzing these learned concepts will be an important part of the conduct of the workshop. 
 
These presentations/papers from the groups will demonstrate the capacities that have been 
learned for analysis of the data sets and focus their interests on the additional outputs that can 
come from the data sets. It is important to recognize that we are viewing this workshop as an 
initial step in getting the government and university staff started in using the large scale data sets 
routinely in food security and food policy analysis. 
 
For both workshops, the joint work on outputs will support the professional relationships that 
will develop among the participants.  These will be important in stimulating additional work and 
collaboration using the two data sets. These professional friendships will also promote sharing 
between universities and the government agencies that will additionally stimulate analysis 
leading to better food security and food policy. 
 
 
Deliverables 
 
For the first workshop the deliverables will be training materials from the lectures for both the 
university faculty and the ministry staff in a format that permits posting on the web and as well 
any work related materials for the participants. References and readings to support relevant to the 
lectures will also be part of the deliverables.  
 
Deliverables for the consultants from the second workshop will be the papers of the students, 
notes on the organization of the workshop and use of the data sets, the report on learned 
concepts, and a short paper discussing the pluses and minuses of the workshop and how to 
improve future workshops. 
 
 
Timing 
 
The first visit of the consultants and work with the domestic consultants will preferably be in late 
part of 2010/ early 2011 for the first workshop and a semester later for the second one. 
 
The second visit of the consultants and availability of the domestic consultants will be during the 
first half of 2011 for the first workshop and a semester later for the second one 
 
 
Qualifications of the Consultant 
 
For both the international and domestic consultant, the expectation is that they will have a 
significant scholarly reputation in food security and food policy, as demonstrated by research 
papers published, grants and contracts executed and teaching experience in the field.  
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Attachment 4 

Draft TOR for Module Consultants #3 

 
Consultant(s) for Preparing and Delivering Modules for Postgraduate Courses at 

Bangladesh Universities  
 

  
Background 
 
Under the consultancy on “Feasibility and Design of Postgraduate Courses in Food Security“ 
conducted by Dr. Jabbar and Prof. Johnson in October/November 2009, it was determined that 
the Bangladesh universities considered the best way to introduce content on food security and 
food policy into their postgraduate courses was in the form of “modules” for integration into 
existing courses.  These modules will also be available to the FPMU staff and staff of other 
government agencies.  The modules will be designed to support lectures for one or two weeks on 
particular subjects in food security and food policy and related work of the FPMU, including: a 
general write up of the content; suggested lecture topics and outlines, possibly in the form of 
class notes and Power Point presentations-- related literature and discussions of the topics in 
terms of the food security and food policy for the post graduate students of the courses or the 
FPMU staff (more detail below).. 
 
During the Final consultancy during March 2010, Prof. Johnson revisited the universities 
contacted during the first consultancy and selected additional universities. He presented a 
seminar on what was learned during the first consultancy and requested suggestions for the 
course modules from the university faculty and administrators, and from FPMU ministry staff. 
These suggestions or recommendations, although limited, the input of the consultant, and results 
of a follow up questionnaire form the basis for the modules identified in this draft TOR for the 
consultant(s) responsible for the development of modules and related tasks. 
 
The material in this TOR provides the necessary information for securing consultant(s) to 
prepare the modules and deliver them in general seminars presented to interested university 
representatives and to the FPMU staff. The materials for the modules will be put up on the 
NFPCSP web page and be available to all who wish to use them—a “public good” for  all faculty 
in Bangladesh universities and to FPMU staff. 
  
 
Brief Modules’ Descriptions for Determining the Interest of Consultants and for 
Participants in the Module Seminars 
 
The different modules are proposed as a basis for an offer to the potential consultant(s). The 
structure for presentation and the description of the topics for the modules will be provided in a 
specific format, but made specific to each module. This same description can be used to 
determine the interest of university faculty and FPMU staff. Specifically, the general information 
for the proposed module will include:  
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• The title of the module,  
 
• Description of the module and intended applications for analysis , and 
 
• A review of possible uses of the module, putting them into the context of the food 

security and food policy dialogue in Bangladesh. 
 
This basic information will be about one page in length and serve as an introduction to possible 
consultants and a possible recruitment material for interested university faculty and FPMU 
staff—something to read to determine of there is interest in going to the more specific discussion 
of the module and recommendations for its use. 
 
 
Specifics of Module Content (for Detailed Discussions with Possible Consultants, to be 
Taken-Up with Selected Respondents to the First Brief One Pager) 
 
This information will come after the introductory or basic discussion of the module (see above 
section).  This is where the interested consultants will propose to the NFPCSP a detailed 
description of the module.  This more specific information will include: 
 

• Title of the module (repeat from above) 
 
• General and specific learning objectives for the module (list) 

 
• Detailed information on the lesson plans for using the module in Bangladesh food 

security and food policy contexts: 
o At least four lesson plans will be developed for each of the modules, and 

 
o The lesson plans will include sub-objectives for each lecture, an outline for the 

suggested lectures, possibly in the form of power points, and exercises for 
assisting the participants in the seminars and students in courses that use the 
modules  in learning the concepts. 

 
• Appropriate reference material for backing up the lectures. 
  

o Relevant journal articles, books, “grey literature” that is perhaps more related to 
actual applications of the concepts including evaluations of the implications for 
food security and food policy, and 

 
o These readings will be tied to the lectures and as well be designed for overall 

background on the concepts that the set of lectures in the modules are intended to 
cover. 

 
• Suggested alterations in the lectures for different disciplines and different ministry staff 

interests. 
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o For example, if the module lectures are primarily for Agricultural Economics 
students, this material could suggest how the lectures could be made more 
appropriate for post graduate students in other disciplines--suggestions of special 
readings and ways to slant the lecture to different interest groups would be the 
type of material provided, 

   
o For each module and intended disciplinary audience the way to specialize the 

lecture material should be suggested. 
 

• The consultant will be available to present two seminars of one or more days duration on 
the module to prospective academics (one seminar) and FPMU staff (second seminar 
perhaps more practically orientated).  The seminars will provide the necessary 
background for including the module content in existing postgraduate courses, and for 
use by ministry staff or practitioners. 

 
These module materials should require approximately 25 pages with appropriate materials 
appended, although the page length is just suggested to give an idea of the information we are 
expecting. The modules should be produced in some detail but not so much detail that we 
overwhelm the potential users. The module materials could also be summarized in power point 
presentations to be used in delivering the seminars, and finally, posted on the NFPCSP web site 
in addition to the other materials.  
 
With this information lecturers should be prepared to introduce the materials on modules into 
their courses, and FPMU staff could use them as references for their work within the ministry.   
 
 
Possible Modules 
 
A lists of possible modules and a brief description of their focus and content is included in 
Attachment 5, as part of the questionnaire circulate among university staff and academic leaders 
for providing further feedback on the approach, and recommendations on the proposed modules. 
Suggestions for the modules included in Attachment 5 are:  
 

1. Basic Concepts for Measuring Availability, Access and Nutritional Status 
  

2. Modeling Supply and Use Data for Better Understanding and Projecting Availability 
and Links to International Markets   
 

3. Using the Food Consumption Surveys to Estimate   Household Consumption and 
Nutrient Intake 

4. Distributions of Usual Daily Intake of nutrients in Bangladesh Using the Food 
Consumption Survey 

 
5. Uses of the Bangladesh Household Income and Expenditure Survey to Estimate 

Household Consumption and Nutrient Intake, 
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6. Moving from Household Food Consumption Surveys to Dietary Recommendations 
 

7. Sources of  Poverty and Relationships to Access and Nutrient Intake 
 

8. Review of Food Assistance Intervention Programs in Selected Programs in Selected 
Countries 

 
A second set of modules for future work that would be more policy oriented, and thus require the 
development of additional administrative and policy specific information for preparation and 
development could be: 
 

1. Evaluations of Food Transfer Programs in Bangladesh, 
 
2. Fertilizer Transfers and the Impacts for Nutrition Status of Low Income Farmers, 
 
3. Public Food Distribution Programs for Rice and Other Commodities and Food 

Security, 
 
4. Small Surveys to be Developed in Connection with Household Food Consumption 

and Household Income and Expenditure Surveys, 
 

Food Consumption Patterns of the Urban Poor and Implications for Nutrition and 
Changing Food Consumption Patterns,  
5. Other Issues that may have missed in preparing this suggestive list 

 
 
Deliverables 
 
The deliverables will include:  
 

o The material from the second section of this TOR,  
 
o Separate seminars on the module in Bangladesh for both university faculty and ministry 

staff,  
  

o An evaluation from the participants in the seminars,  and a short write up based on the 
consultant(s) experience in the delivering preparing and delivering the module and 

  
o Commentary of the consultant(s) on how the process of preparing and delivering the 

models could be improved. 
 
 
 
Process for Preparing the Modules  
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The process for preparing and delivering the modules may differ depending on the consultant(s) 
employed and their background and availability for accepting the task.  But the rough guidelines 
are provided in the sections to follow  
 
 
Timing 
 
The consultant(s) will be identified during , and contracted during 2011.  It is expected that the 
delivery of the modules and associated seminars will be during 2011 and 2012. The international 
consultants, to be coupled as needed by a national consultants, will require about 2 weeks to 
prepare the module working at their home institution and two weeks in Bangladesh to make the 
presentation of the seminars about the content of the module, and to revise the module as 
appropriate based on the seminars to the universities and FPMU staff, and finalize it for 
publication on the NFPCSP web site.    
   
 
Qualifications of Consultant(s) 
 
The international consultants should have background and experience in the area suggested by 
the module description and work or have worked in an institution or university that has this area 
as one of its specialties.  They should, except special cases, have a PhD as well.  national 
consultants should have familiarity with the data bases and or the domestic issues including food 
security and food policy aspects that are identified for inclusion in the module.  
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Attachment 5 

Options for Educational Modules on Food Security and Food Policy - 

Views of the Bangladesh University Representatives 

 
 
The purpose of this brief document is to provide background for the NFPCSP staff and to use it 
for eliciting the views of the university faculty, ministry staff and educational leaders on subjects 
to be included in the modules that NFPCSP is considering developing. .In an earlier consultancy, 
Dr. Jabbar and Prof. Johnson consulted a number of university and ministry staff and educational 
leaders about their interest in including food security and food policy in their postgraduate 
programs, and the modules containing materials to be uses in existing courses were suggested as 
the best alternative available to the universities...   
 
Specifically, the university representatives and educational leaders indicated that the appropriate 
way would be at first to introduce improved and updated academic content into existing 
postgraduate courses (some universities indicated that they were already planning postgraduate 
courses on food security and food policy). At later dates after the experience of including the 
modules in their courses, the universities and educational leaders indicated that they would 
consider adding special courses in the existing postgraduate programs and even new 
postgraduate programs on food security and food policy. 
   
We have elicited (after the period of the second consultancy) the views of the educational leaders 
and university faculty representatives, hosts of the seminars, ministry staff and educational leader 
on two issues.  First, we ask that the group defined above whether they agree with the approach 
planned (modules + workshops). 
 
Second, we asked that the seminar hosts and educational leaders let us know whether they would 
consider using modules on any of the topics proposed in their postgraduate courses. If yes, we 
asked them to select a maximum of 3 and rank them in order of preference (a, b, c, with a as the 
most likely to be used).  When developed, the modules will be described in a special seminars 
and put up on a website available to all universities and ministry staff for use—a public good in 
possible course content.  
 
The topics are listed below in order of the planned sequencing for development and presentation.  
The listing includes a suggested title and a brief description of the course content.  Generally, we 
are thinking of these modules as requiring 2 or more weeks of lecture time in the postgraduate 
courses.  Those universities that are already contemplating or have on the books postgraduate 
courses on food security and food policy can look at the modules as building blocks for the 
courses, instead of modules for possible inclusion in existing courses. 
 
The suggested modules are listed below.  

 
The first Module to be presented will be a general conceptual approach to the use of   the survey 
data and concepts of access and Nutritional status 
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1. Basic Concepts for Measuring Access and Nutritional Status: Usual ways of measuring 

access and nutritional status are with the use of surveys.  We will review each of the two 
concepts and how they might be measured. That is, we will discuss the survey data and 
pros and cons relative to the measurement of the concepts using available survey data.  
We will find that no measure is without faults, and that a set of measures is likely best to 
identify incidence, prevalence and to monitor access and nutritional status. Special 
emphasis will be given the question of nutritional status, which is a particularly elusive 
concept. Finally, the measurement of these concepts will be contrasted with 
availability—the customary measure of nutritional status in Bangladesh. 

 
 
 

2. Modeling Supply and Use Data for Better Understanding and Projecting Availability and 
Links to International Markets: There is an opportunity to develop an improved 
framework for dealing with the availability issues in Bangladesh.  The current supply and 
use data that are necessary for availability assessment can be introduced into supply and 
demand models for rice and wheat (the major crops involved in assessments of 
availability). These models can be estimated and introduced into systems that estimate 
world level annual prices for these commodities.  One such system is the models of the 
Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI) at the University of Missouri.  
The model provides an improved framework for assessing annual data and for projecting 
anticipated developments domestically or in international markets. The models as well 
can be used to examine different stocks policies as approaches for introducing price 
stability in domestic markets.  As well scenarios about disasters in Bangladesh can be 
evaluated relative to domestic and international market prices. New technology scenarios 
can be played out in the context of this modeling system to anticipate results of 
investments to improve supply of these commodities within Bangladesh. Other groups 
than FAPRI have the ability to construct and incorporate these models into world price 
equilibrium systems.  

 
3. Using the Food Consumption Surveys to Estimate Household Consumption and Nutrient 

Intake: This module will review the preparation of food consumption survey data bases, 
with special emphasis of the available food consumption surveys  conducted by 
organizations that are operative in Bangladesh. We have learned that the latest household 
food consumption survey is not available from INFS.  Other surveys listed in Appendix 7 
are alternatives and should be picked with emphasis on current years of the surveyed 
population and on at risk populations surveyed. Included will be a review of the survey 
instrument, the method of using the survey instrument (with reference to portion sizes, 
standardized weights and measures that are used), the household frame for the sample, 
the food composition tables (with emphasis on food preparation as a critical element) and 
the output in terms of nutrients consumed by individual household members and a review 
of possible uses of this information in understanding the incidence, prevalence of under 
nutrition within the Bangladesh population. 
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4. Distributions of Usual Intake of Nutrients in Bangladesh Using the Food Consumption 
Surveys:  The distributions of usual daily intake developed from survey data is a more 
complicated question than it seems.  The reason is that we observe distributions of actual 
intake not the distributions of usual intake—thus we are estimating the distribution of an 
unobservable variable. Precise 24 hour or 3 day recalls or food diaries can be used to 
estimate intake of nutrients and usual daily intake of nutrients.  There is a well developed 
new method for estimating usual daily intake method, and even a program that is 
documented to do it.  This program is available from Iowa State University.  This course 
would give the method, the computer program, indicate how it could be applied in the 
Bangladesh household survey data, and give comparison results of this and the traditional 
methods for calculating the usual distribution of nutrient intakes.  To anticipate the results 
the difference is in the tails of the distributions, the very area of interest in terms of 
malnutrition. This can be applied to household or to individual data computed by 
prorating the household data using caloric requirements of the household members. 
 

5. Uses of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey to Estimate Household 
Consumption and Nutrient Intake: The expenditure survey for Bangladesh is now used to 
estimate household food consumption and nutrient intake based on expenditures—for 
macro nutrients. This survey can be used to develop estimates of expenditures (not actual 
food disappearance) by household on food purchases.  These food purchases can in turn 
be used to estimate food consumption and intake of specific nutrients by the household.  
This course would review the methods used by the Bangladesh Household Income and 
Expenditure (HIES) Survey for estimating household consumption and nutrient intake, 
and evaluate these estimates relative to others that are available, in particular, the 
estimates from the Household Food Consumption Surveys. 
 

6.  Moving from Household Food Consumption Surveys to Dietary Recommendations 
(Recommended dietary intakes and possibly Allowances-- RDAs):  The output of 
household food consumption surveys is in terms of nutrients consumed and as such not 
appropriate for communication to the public.  The tradition is to derive from this 
information recommendations for diets of the population.  These recommendations 
reflect recommended daily requirements, food availability and information required for 
constructing the national dietary guidelines or the “food pyramid”. This will also be 
useful in establishing a desirable dietary pattern and in planning food diversification 
programs in agriculture, for food and related sectors. It will help to understand how these 
recommendations are developed from the basic data and how are these adjusted 
depending on the population to which they are directed?  This is a development that 
reflects art as well as the data, results and scientific information from the survey.  The 
idea is to determine how the recommendations are made and to learn of their advantages 
and disadvantages for use in educational programs directed to the population in extension 
and other programs. 

 
7. Sources of Poverty and Relationships to Access and Nutrient Intake: Poverty is an 

important problem in Bangladesh and poverty can arise form many different sources.  
This module will investigate sources of poverty and how it is measured in Bangladesh.  It 
will also detail the shortcomings of the existing estimation methods and suggest 
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improvements that are possible. Two data sets will be used for this analysis, the 
Household Food Consumption Survey (one of those available) and the HIES (Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey). Both have information that can be used to discover the 
implications of poverty and how different causes are reflected in accessibility and 
nutritional outcomes.  These same data bases can be used to identify the implications of 
being in poverty in rural versus urban areas. These and other cuts of the data can assist in 
getting a better hand on poverty and its implications for Bangladesh access and 
nutritional status. Finally, poverty and its impacts are related to the situation and behavior 
of other households in the locations. These impacts can be investigated as well. 

 
8. A Review of Food Assistance Intervention Programs in Selected Programs in Selected 

Countries:  Many countries have programs that address the nutrition of the populations 
that are at risk of not having a diet that leads to good health and performance.  These 
programs are different and reflect the history and cultures of the countries.  Examples 
include food stores that cater to the low income or other at risk populations, income 
transfer programs, food transfer programs and others. This course would discuss the 
different programs and their coverage in terms of participation, eligibility of at risk 
populations and how these populations are identified, cost per participant—in terms of 
the national budget, and measures of the success of these programs.  The course would be 
appropriate for individuals that do not may not have a large amount of specific training 
but are interested in how countries are dealing with their at risk populations. 
 

A second set of possible modules would be policy oriented, and thus require the development of 
additional administrative and policy specific information for preparation and development. 
 

9. Evaluations of Food Transfer programs in Bangladesh:  This course would review the 
food assistance programs in Bangladesh for eligibility, coverage, cost and benefits to the 
‘at risk’ populations, however defined.  Assessment of food security and nutritional status 
could be examined with the results of the Bangladesh Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey (HIES) and the Household Consumption Survey Special surveys 
since population surveys are not available). The idea of the evaluation would be to 
identify households that are eligible and that do and do not participate and to examine the 
impact of the food transfer programs on the diet of the different households. In addition, 
there could be an evaluation of the costs of administering these programs—looking at the 
total cost compared to the portion that actually goes to the at risk households.  This could 
produce information of use to the government and to the program participants as well as 
to groups interested in the efficacy of the programs. 
 

10. Fertilizer Transfers and the Impacts on Food Security of Low Income Farmers:  There is 
apparently an allocation system in place in Bangladesh for fertilizer to low income 
farmers.  It is argued that with the allocation program in place, low income farmers are in 
position to benefit and that this benefit is translated into improved food security status for 
those who participate. This can be tested by using the Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey (HIES) and the Household Food Consumption Survey (again specific 
surveys since the most recent national survey is not available), by identifying the 
characteristics of the farmers that benefit from this transfer and assessing their food 
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security status.  If there are differences in the allocation mechanism, these can be 
evaluated as well. This would be a good application for departments from agricultural 
colleges who know the impacts of the fertilizer transfers on yields. 

 
11. Marketing Programs for Rice and Other Commodities and Food Security:  There are a 

number of different marketing programs operated by NGOs and the government.  
Essentially, they are designed to allow the low income farmers not to have to sell all of 
their rice or other grain at harvest when prices are low and to have to buy back rice to eat 
after the harvest when prices are normally high.  It is argued that the low income farmers 
are handicapped by having to sell rice and other crops at harvest time. The various 
marketing programs managed by different NGOs and the government are benefiting the 
farmers by providing storage and other mechanisms that make it possible for the farmers 
to sell their excess rice throughout the year.  Existing programs and others could be 
evaluated by using the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) and the 
Household Food Consumption Survey (again special surveys since the latest national 
survey is not available). These surveys could be used to generate baseline information for 
sets of farmers and to determine what the potential impacts of such programs are. 
 

12. Small Surveys Developed in Connection with the Household Food Consumption or 
Household Income and Expenditure Survey:  There are a number of examples of smaller 
surveys that could be conducted to augment the two nationwide surveys.  They range 
from efforts to determine the relevance of pro-rating the household food consumption 
survey compared to the elicitation of actual individual intakes—making the comparison 
could yield significant results for se of the Household Food Consumption Survey to 
approximate individual intake.  The same can be said for the two issues or policy topics 
described in 7 and 8.  Smaller surveys could significantly add to the information available 
from the nationwide surveys.  The point is that the surveys conducted in conjunction with 
the national surveys can yield significant information that adds to the information 
available from the national surveys themselves. The idea here is to demonstrate how 
these surveys can be taken based on the work sheets of schedules of the national surveys. 
 

13. Food Consumption Patterns of the Urban Poor and Implications for Nutrition and 
Changing Food Consumption Patterns:  Urban poor have food consumption patterns that 
are not well understood. The two national surveys can be used to better understand these 
patterns and to separate those with improved food security from those who are clearly 
suffering the impacts of malnutrition.  This work can give information about how to 
intervene with educational, feeding or other programs. The data can be partitioned in 
various ways and used to investigate the nutritional differences—and then correlate these 
differences with socioeconomic information available in the surveys. The idea is to use 
the national surveys to investigate different potential problems of the urban and rural 
poor. Small surveys can be used in this analysis as well to get at the differences that 
emerge from the comparisons—but these small surveys should be linked to the national 
surveys to make the results of more general interest. 
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Attachment 6 

Promoting Postgraduate Teaching on Food Security and Food Policy - 

Views of the Bangladesh University Representatives (The Follow up 

Survey) 

 
 
Following extensive consultations with the relevant academic institutions of the country, 
NFPCSP is considering promoting postgraduate teaching on the comprehensive approach to food 
security and food policy in the following manner: 
 

- A set of “modules” will be prepared that may be used by academic institutions to add to 
and improve the content on food security and food policy in their existing postgraduate 
courses.  These modules will be made available to all by being posted on the NFPCSP 
website.  
 

- Two 2-week workshops will be organized for academic staff and selected government 
practitioners: 

o The first one -“A Comprehensive Review of Food Security: Concepts, Basic Facts 
and Measurement Issues”- will address a comprehensive review of food security. 
One of the outcomes of this workshop will be module on the topic of the 
workshop. 

o The second one -“Hands on Instruction for Estimating Access and Nutritional 
Status from the HIES and the HFCS (special surveys since the latest national 
survey is not available)”- will be on measures of access and nutritional status that 
can be derived from the Bangladesh Household Income and Expenditure Survey 
(HIES) and the Bangladesh Household Food Consumption Survey. It will involve 
actually working with the raw data from these surveys as a way to introduce 
faculty to these two primary data sets and to build their capacity to work with 
these data, adding to their ability to study and make practical judgments of food 
security and food policy. 

 
This is a simple survey designed to elicit your opinion on this plan and to identify your 
preferences on the modules to be developed. We kindly request you to answer to the following 
three questions.  

 
 

1) Do you think this two step-pronged approach (2 workshops + modules) is appropriate? 
 Please reply YES or NO. 
 
Please add any comments you may want to make regarding this. 
 
 
 
 

 



 39

2) If you think that your institution could use any of the 8 modules proposed below to 
expand or deepen the coverage of food security, please select up to three, ranking them 
using a, b, c (a being is the module you would consider the most useful of the three 
selected modules). Please feel free not to select any if you do not find any of these 
relevant.  

 
 

3) If you have suggestions as to what other modules would be useful for the 
development of your institution’s curriculum, please give us details at the end of the 
form.  

 
 
 
 

Thank you for completing this form and providing us feedback. 
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 1.  Basic Concepts for Measuring Availability, Access and Nutritional Status 
  

2.  Modeling Supply and Use Data for Better Understanding and Projecting Availability 
and Links to International Markets   

  
3.   Distributions of Usual Daily Intake of nutrients in Bangladesh Using the Food 

Consumption Survey 
 

4.  Uses of the Bangladesh Household Food Consumption Survey to Estimate   
Household Consumption and Nutrient Intake 

 
5.  Uses of the Bangladesh Household Income and Expenditure Survey to Estimate    
Household Consumption and Nutrient Intake, and 

 
6. Moving from Household Food Consumption Surveys to Dietary Recommendations 

 
7. Sources of Poverty and Relationships to Access and Nutrient Intake 

 
8. Review of Food Assistance Intervention Programs in Selected Countries 

 
 
 
Suggestions for additional modules: 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Attachment 7 

Available Surveys in Bangladesh 

 
 

Surveys/Large DATASETS for Food Security Analysis 
 
This assessment of surveys available in Bangladesh was completed after the second consultancy 
was completed but is included here as a basis for decisions about which surveys to use in the 
development of modules and 2 week workshops. It is especially important, since the Household 
Food Consumption Survey from INFS is not available and another one will have to be selected. 
The consultant suggests that the decision should be made based on the following criterion: date 
of the survey—the more recent the better, coverage of at risk populations, and availability of 
nutrient composition tables to transfer the date in the survey into nutrient intake. 
 
Another item which the table suggests is the availability of the National Health Survey for 
purchase.  This survey could be an alternative to the household food consumption surveys, if the 
conditions listed above for alternative household food consumption surveys are not met...  
 

Title of Survey Year 
of 

survey 

Institution/ 
Agency 

Contents Remarks on data 
availability/ 

usability 
1. Survey including household food consumption data 

Food Consumption 
Survey of East 
Pakistan 

1962-
64 

INFS + Ford 
Foundation 

Food consumption 
data 

Raw data sets Not 
Available 

National Nutrition 
Survey of 
Bangladesh, 1975-76 

1975-
76 

Institute of 
Nutrition and 
Food Science, 
DU 

Anthropometric & 
food consumption 
data 

Raw data sets NA 

Nutrition Survey of 
Rural Bangladesh, 
1981–82 [1984] 

1981-
82 

Institute of 
Nutrition and 
Food Science, 
DU 

Anthropometric & 
food consumption 
data 

Raw data sets NA 

Nature and Extent of 
Malnutrition in 
Bangladesh, 1995–96 
[1997]  

1995-
96 

Institute of 
Nutrition and 
Food Science, 
DU 

Anthropometric & 
food consumption 
data 

Raw data not 
available from INFS 
due to computer 
breakdown 

Food Consumption 
Survey 

1997, 
2000 
& 
beyon
d 2000 

ICDDR’B 
[Dr. D S 
Alam] 

Maternal food 
consumption data  

Raw data available. 
Sample size: 700+ 

Household 
Expenditure Survey 

1995-
96 

BBS Food consumption, 
expenditure 

Can be purchased 
from BBS 
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Household Income 
and Expenditure 
Survey 

2000 BBS Food consumption, 
expenditure 

Can be purchased 
from BBS 

Household Income 
and Expenditure 
Survey 

2005 BBS Food consumption, 
expenditure 

Can be purchased 
from BBS 

2. Other nutrition related surveys 
Bangladesh 
Demographic and 
Health Survey 

2007 NIPORT and 
Mitra & 
Associates 

Demographic, 
anthropometric, 
breastfeeding, health 
information 

Available on 
purchase from BBS 

Child Nutrition 
Survey 

1995-
96 

BBS Socio-economic, 
anthropometric, etc. 

NA 

Child and Mother 
Nutrition Survey  

2005 BBS and 
UNICEF 

 Available on 
purchase from BBS 

Bangladesh in Facts 
and Figures: 2005 
Nutrition Surveillance 
Project 

2005 HKI Demographic, non-
cereal food 
consumption,  
anthropometric 

Raw data sets 
available  

Progotir Pathey 2003 UNICEF and 
BBS 

Anthropometric, Likely to be available 
on purchase 

Anemia Prevalence 
Survey of Urban 
Bangladesh and Rural 
Chittagong Hill 
Tracts  

2003 BBS Prevalence of anemia Available on 
purchase from BBS 

Household Food 
Security and 
Nutritional 
Assessment in 
Bangladesh [Nov 
2008-Jan 2009] 

2009 IPHN, 
UNICEF & 
WFP 

Anthropometric, 
Infant & Young 
Child Feeding 
Practices, morbidity, 
mortality,  

Raw data sets 
available with WFP 
(to be obtained if 
required) 

3. Agricultural Surveys and Large Data Sets 
Survey on Livestock 
and Poultry in 
Bangladesh 

1988-
89 

BBS Data on cattle, goat 
and poultry 
population based on 
nationally 
representative sample 
survey 

Should be available 
on purchase 

Agriculture Sample 
Survey of Bangladesh 

2005 BBS Data on land 
utilization pattern; 
land holding by size; 
cattle, goat and 
poultry population 

Available on 
purchase from BBS 

Bangladesh Labor 
Force Survey 

2005-
06 

BBS Data on population 
by age group; 

Available on 
purchase from BBS 
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employment and 
unemployment rate 

Sample Survey on 
Changes in 
Socioeconomic 
Conditions and Crop 
Production Pattern of 
Rural Farm 
Households 

1988, 
2000, 
2004 

Dr. Mahabub 
Hossain, 
BRAC 

Panel data on 
changes in 
socioeconomic status 
of households; crop 
production, 
marketing and 
storage operations  

Prospect of data 
availability can be 
checked with Dr. 
Mahabub Hossain, 
Executive Director, 
BRAC 

 
 

  
 

 


